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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, ajid listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Uniting of Claims: 

L (CurTeiilly Amended) In a system including a device that synchronizes with one 



(>r-tTi^(»-$yijohtoni2^tion-par^nei-S"Wh€n4ateF&yt^i^^ with those Gy He hronization 



partners^,'~a method for deleting t-he- an object from a store of the device without causing aai 
inadvertent deletion of the- one or more corrcspondine objects oflrftfty-&f-from one or more saores 
,o£lhe one or rnnrc synchronization partner s when synchronizing t he device with, tlicpnc.or m^^^ 
sviichronization narhicrs> the method comprising; 

as a first act, while syiicluonizing the device with a first synchronization partner, 
using a filter that excludes an object so that it is not synchronised at the device, and 
thereby targeting that object for deletion at the device; 

as a next act, requesting that the targeted object be deleted from the device; 

thereafter, in response to the requested deletion of the targeted object, an act of 
determining whether other synchronization partners are syncluonizing the targeted 
object; and 

as farther acts, if it is determined tliat 

either the targeted object is not being synchronized witli tlie any of the 
other synchronization partners, or 

that none of the other synchronization partners object to the requested 
deletion, 

then proceeding with deletion of the targeted object from the device, but 
othcrwr^sc, 
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not deleting the targeted object from the device even though it is no longer 
synchix>ni7:ed with the first synchronization partner, 

thereby pjceventing any inadvertent deletion from other synchronization . 
partners. 

2, (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claims 1 or 32, wherein the act of 
synchronising the device further comprises an act of the user specifying parameters of the filter. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4- (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claims 1 or 32, wherein the act of 
requesting that the targeted object be deleted further comprises an act of sending a soft delete 
request from a first device sync module associated with the first synchronization partner to a 
sync manager of the device. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 4, further comprising an act 
of updating tracking data of the first device sync module such that the first device sync module 
does not subsequently synchronize the targeted object with the first synclironization partner even 
if the tru-geted object is not deleted from the device. 

6- (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 4, further comprising an act 
of the sync manager identifying other device sync modules associated with other synchronization 
partners Uiat synchronize with the device by checking a sync client registration tabic maintained 
at the device, 

7. (Cancelled) 
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8. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claim 6, further comprising aii act 
of updating tracking data associated with tlie other synohrotii^ation partners such that the 
targeted object is not subsequently synchronized with tlic other synclironizalion partners even if 
tl\c object is not deleted at the device. 

9. (Original) A method as defmed in claim 6, further comprising an act of the other 
device sync modules notifying the other syiichromzation partners that the object was soft deleted^ 
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10. (Currently Amended) In a system including a device having a store, wherein the 
store is synohronissed with one or mom stores oF onc or more synchronization partners, with th e 
fesu^h-t-hfH-a-dete tc roqiicGt for an obj ect-irt4lTo stare-eafb-possfbly^ rcsuU in an inadvertent dototion 
ofK^er-Fespon^m g objccla on the one o ^-moFB -synchronization-f^aft norG when lutor Gyiichroni>sing 
tte-Klwic-e-wRh-those-parlHei^^a method for deleting an object from the store of the device 
without causing an inadvertent deletion of one or more corresponding objects any ^Irom the 
one or more stores of t he one or more synchronisation partner s when synchronizing the device 
with the one or more synchronization parincrs. the method comprising the following acts: 

while synchronizing the device store with a first synchronization partner, using a 
filter that excludes an object so that it is not synchronized at the device, and thereby 
targeting that object for deletion at the device store; 

sending a soft delete request for the targeted object from a first sjmc module at the 
device to a sync manager of the device, wherein the first device sync module is 
associated with the first sjmclu-onization partner; 

thereafter, in response to the soft delete request for the targeted object, the sync 
manager determining whether any other synchronization partner is synchronizing the 
targeted object; and 

deleting the targeted object from the device store only if no other synchronization 
partner is synchronizing the object. 

11. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claims 10 or 33, further 
comprising an act of receiving the soft delete request from the fivsX synchronization partner, 
wherein the soft delete request informs the first device sync module that the object is excluded 
by the filter and may bo deleted from the store of the device. 

12. (Previously Presented) A method as dcfmcd in claims 10 or 33, wherein sending 
the soft delete request firom tlie first sync module at the device further comprises an act of the 
first sync module updating tracking data that is associated with the fu-st synchronization partner 
such that the targeted object is no longer synchronized by the first synchronization partner. 
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13. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claims 10 or 33, wherein the other 
synchroai^alioix partners tliat synclironize the store of the device arc registered in a table of tlie 
sync manager. 

14. CPreviously Presented) A method as defined in claims 10 or 33, fixrtlier 
comprising an act of not synchronising the targeted object in future synchronizations between 
the device and the first synchronization partner, 

15. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claims 1 0 or 33, wherein the act of 
deleting the targeted object from the device store furtlier comprises an act of other device syne 
modules updating their tracking data such that the deletion of the targeted object at the device 
store is not propagated to the corresponding objects of any other synchronization partners 
corresponding to the other device sync modules. 

16. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claims 10 or 33, further 
comprioing: 

an act of the first device sync module tracking that the targeted object was soft 
deleted; and 

an act of ensuring that the other synchronization partners do not delete 
corresponding objects fh)m stores of the syncluronization partners. 

17. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claims 10 or 33, further 
comprising; 

an act of allowing the other synchronization partners to delete the targeted object 
from their stores; and 

an act of preventing the targeted object from being deleted from a store of the first 
synchronization partner. 
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IS. (Currently Amended) In a system including a device having a device store, 
wherein the device store is synchronized with one or more stores of one or more synchronisation 
partners, vi^ti o iho rosu l t 1hat a d el^e-reqiiest-jbr-iv data-ebjee^o^f^ ho device store can posaibly 
i=e^bi ]t in an inadvert e nt H io1 e tio >vc^C0*yespo»dH>g-d{rt-a-^ joct^ ui one or more of the L i tores oFlho 
syi^ roni/.al i on ^r^ rtrionj when 1 ateT ^&>4-K>i»ffin4j'ing4he devise- wi^h-those-ptHrteeFSr a method for 
automatically deleting a data object from the store of the device without causing an inadvertent 
deletion of one or more conesponding data objects from the one or more stores of Oiiy-of-thc 
olrher-o nc o r more synchronization partners during future sy n€4if enizations a su bsequent 
SYjichronizntjoji, die method comprising steps fon 

as aresult of synchronizing the device store with a store of a first synchronization 
partner, gcneratmg a soft delete request for a targeted data object at the device store; 

querying all other synchronization partners of tlic device to determine if the 
targeted data object is synclironized by any of the other synclironization partners; 

granting the soft delete request only if 

no other synchronization partner is synchronizing the targeted data object, 

and 

no other synchronization partner denies permission for the soft delete 
request, and otherwise, 

denying the soft delete request. 
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15. (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claims 18 or 34» wherein the step 
for synclironizing the device store further comprises: 

an act of detecting that the data object does not meet parameters of a filter used 
during the syi^chroni/ation of the device store with tlie store of the first synchronization 
partner; 

an act of updating tracking data of a first device sync module for the data object such 
that the object is no longer synchronized, the first device sync module associated with the 
first $ynchroni^ation partner; and 

an act of the first device sync module sending the soil delete request to a sync 
manager. 

20. (Previously Pi-escntcd) A method as defined in claim 19, wherein the step for 
querying all other synchronization partners further comprises: 

an act of a sync manager, which receives the soft delete request, determining if 
other device sync modules track the targeted data object; 

If so, an act of determining whether the other device tync modules object to the 
deletion of the targeted data object; 

an act of not deleting the targeted data object when one of the other device sync 
module? objects to the deletion of the targeted data object; and 

an act of updating tracking data of the other device sync modules that do not 
object to the deletion of the targeted data object such that the targeted data object is no 
longer synchronized through the other device sync modules. 



2L (Previously Presented) A method as defined in claims 18 or 33, further 
comprising a step for ensuring that tlie targeted data object h not deleted fi^m any of the 
synchronization partners. 
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22, (Original) A method as defined in claim 21, further comprising an act of the other 
device sync modules notifying their coiTesponding synchronisation partner that a soft delete was 
performed on tlie data object, 

23-31 (Cancelled) 
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32, (Currently Amended) Tn a system including a device that synchronizes with one 
or more synchronization partners, wiri=t-4>e-festil-Hbat-a--delete- reqii est-fej^a»-^bje€ t storecV -ofl-the 
device can-posstt> ty rcsnlt in an inudvertcnt deletion orooiTe.^o n4if^g-ebj^Gtfrfr<>>n-stQresH>P<>^^ 
eF-moFe-5yR€bfeRtzatte n ])arti ^ef s ^hcn later 5ynohroni?^ing the devic e w i tli tl ^3e-synGKrefti->^t-ion 
fit^f lncnj, a computer program product comprised of a computer-readable medium for storing 
computer-executable instructions for implementing a method for deleting tl^-an object from a 
store of the device vv^ithout causing an inadvertent deletion of ths- onc or more corresponding 
objects OH-a^=lV"Ol^flX)n l one or more stores of the one or more synchronization partners whert 
sync hron i zin iy the device witli the one or more synchronization partners , and wherein the method 
is comprised of: 

as a first act, while S3aichronizing the device with a first synchronization partner, 
using a filter tliat excludes an object so that it is not synchronized at the device, and 
thereby targeting that object for deletion at the device; 

as a next act, requesting that Ihe targeted object be deleted from the device; 

thereatler, in response to the requested deletion of the targeted object, an act of 
detcrnurting whelher other synclironization partners are synchi-onizing the targeted 
object; and 

as further acts, if it is determined that 

either the targeted object is not being synchi'onizcd with the any of the 
other synchronization partners, or 

that none of the other synchroniz^ation partners object to the requested 
deletion, 

then proceeding witli. deletion of the targeted object from the device, but 
otherwise, 

not deleting tlic targeted object from the device even though it is no longer 
synchronized with the first synchronization partner, 

thereby preventing any inadvertent deletion from other synchronization 
partners. 
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33, (Currently Amended) In a system including a device having a store, wherein the 
store is synchronized with on e or inore stores oF one or more synchronization partners, with 4he 
fosuU-tl^at* a- detete-i'eq wst For an ohjQ ^^t4^vth^tore"Can yossi^l y result in an iniidv e r fceftt-det6tH3n 
o f correijpond ^B g obje etA-on-the ORe OF-fneye synchroni/^ation parln^r &^when-later-s^^c^ireni-zing 
t4^<i;-K-levk6-with-4hdse-i>artiiersra computer program product comprised of a computer-readable 
medium for storing computer-executable insti-uctions for implementing a method for deleting an 
object from the slore of the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of one or more 
corresponding objects en-anv-ef- from the one or m ore stores of the one or more synchionization 
partners wljcn syiichronipJng the devices with the one or more synchronisation partnci-s , and 
wherein the metbod is comprised of the following acts: 

while synclironizing the device store with a first synchronization partner, using a 

filter that excludes an object so that it is not synchronized at tlie device, and tliereby 

targeting that object for deletion at the device store; 

sending a soft delete request for tlie targeted object from a first sync module at the 

device to a sync manager of tlie device, wherein the first device sync module is 

associated with the first synchronization partner; 

thereafter, in response to the soft delete request for the targeted object, the sync 

manager dctennining whether any other synchronization partner is synchronizing the 

targeted object; and 

deleting the targeted object from the device store only if no other synchronization 
partner is sjmchmnizing the object. 
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34. (Cnnenlly Amended) to For a system including a device having a dcv^icc store, 
wherein the device store is synchronized with one or more stores of one or more synchronization 
partners, with ■th&^-t'esuHr-th al a delete r eq^vestr-fer-e-data- obj^eH af the device store can pojjr . ibly 
festtlt-HV-an-inadverten t deletion of con'oopo ftfe>g-data ob}ecte-at-oii o or more of the stores oT l hti 
aynohroHLzation-p^ arhicrs when later svH cl^^^iying-the devioe-with-t hoGO paitnorG, a coinpuler 
nroi^jani product comprising one or mo re computer-rea dable media having computer-executable 
in sintctions tlmt implement a method fer-pXautomatically deleting a data object from the store of 
the device without causing an inadvertent deletion of one or more corresponding data objects 
from the one or more stones of any-€vf the ethef-one o r mor e synchmnization partners during 
fiUure'Synehronizftlkms a siibscnticnt svnchroni/ation , the method comprising steps for; 

as a result of syiichroni/ing the device store with a store of a first synchronization 
partner, generating a sort delete request for a targeted data object at the device store; 

querying all other synchronization partners of the device to delermitie if the 
targeted data object is synchronised by any of the other synchronization partners; 

granting the soft delete request only if 

no other synchronization partner is synchronizing the targeted data object, 

and 

no other synchronization partner denies pemiission for the soft delete 
request, and otherwise, 

denying the soft delete request. 
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